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Citation Authority Program

Fine schedule
• Washoe County Code Chapter 125 is for enforcement, remedies, and 

penalties
• Per WCC Chapter 125.170, there is clear direction that the fee schedule must 

be adopted by the Board of County Commissioners
• Since Parks has a fee schedule associated with park facility reservations 

and recreation programs, it is important to distinguish between a fee 
schedule and a fine schedule

• Per WCC Chapter 95.510 – civil penalties may be imposed in an amount no 
less than $100 and no more than $1000



Citation Authority Program

Fine schedule
• The fine schedule illustrates that the fines double upon each successive 

infraction of the same violation, up to a third violation.  This is within a 2-
year period.  

• For ease of use, each fine for each violation of the code is the same.
• First violation - $200
• Second violation - $400
• Third violation - $800
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Citation Authority Program

Fine schedule
• Process:

• Violator will pay fine, if within 30-day of the violation, 50% payment is to be 
considered paid in full.

• If violator chooses to contest the civil penalty, they will request an 
administrative hearing through the administrative hearing office (AHO) within 
30 calendar days of the notice of civil penalty (NCP).  There is a fee associated 
with an administrative hearing, fees approved by the BCC.

• Should the NCP fine not be paid, and no request for an administrative hearing is 
scheduled, the lack of action is considered an admission of liability and a 
waiver of any right to an administrative hearing.  The fines then go into a 
collections process within Washoe County – a separate fee schedule approved 
by the BCC.

• If collections is unsuccessful in collecting fines and fees, a lien can be placed on 
the property of the violator.  



Citation Authority Program

Fine schedule
• Goals:

• To have all fines paid within the 30-day period.
• These fines will be deposited into a separate cost center within Parks and Open 

Space Administration, created for the citation program.
• If the violator requests an administrative hearing, all fines/fees will be deposited 

into a cost center associated with the administrative enforcement process 
through the Office of the County Manager.

• Working with the Communications Team to inform park visitors of these 
upcoming changes.  
• Sandwich board signs at Regional Parks with QR code link to website
• Short videos for website and social media posts
• On-going messaging to keep the information relevant and out to the public



Possible Motion: 

“The Open Space and Regional Park 
Commission recommend to the 
Board of County Commissioners to 
approve the fine schedule associated 
with the citation authority of park 
enforcement officers due to begin 
July 1, 2024.”
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